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Day Start End Activity Venue 

5 Fri 8:00 PM 11:00 PM Eucharistic Celebration OLA Church 

7 Sun 1:30 PM 4:30 PM OLA Parish LSS #1 (Invocation Mass/Salubong) OLA Hall 

10 Wed 7:45 PM 10:45 PM Mission Assembly OLA Hall 

12 Fri 8:00 PM 11:00 PM Corporate Praise & Worship OLA Church 

14 Sun 1:30 PM 4:30 PM OLA Parish LSS #1 Shepherding (God's Love) OLA Hall 

14 Sun 3:00 PM 4:30 PM Lunchboxes for Out of the Cold St. Matthews 

17 Wed 8:00 PM   Ash Wednesday/DLC Meeting OLA Hall 

19 Fri 8:00 PM 11:00 PM Corporate Praise & Worship OLA Church 

21 Sun 1:30 PM 4:30 PM OLA Parish LSS #1 Shepherding (Salvation) OLA Hall 

21 Sun 4:30 PM 7:00 PM Dinner for Out of the Cold  St. Matthews 

22 Mon 8:00 PM 10:00 PM Intercessory Mtg/Advanced Intercession Part 2   

(Invitees:  Intercessory Ministry Members) 

OLA Hall 

23 Tues 2:00 PM 4:00 PM Mission Meal Service Good Shepherd 

26 Fri 8:00 PM 11:00 PM Corporate Praise & Worship OLA Church 

27 Sat 8:30 AM 4:00 PM Basic Bible Seminar (Invitees:  LSS#23/LSS#24) OLA Hall 

28 Sun 1:30 PM 4:30 PM OLA Parish LSS #1 Shepherding (New Life) OLA Hall 

BLD SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2010 

YOUTH  

MINISTRY  
KORNER                       2010 Youth Life in the Spirit Seminar #11 

 
 

May we ask all shepherds to remind your candidates that the next Shepherding Session  
(after the Youth PNW) is on Friday, February 12, 2010 (Salvation & New Life) 

 
               

 We would like to ask everyone to continue praying for all the YLSS #11 participants and to ob-
serve silence during the shepherding sessions in the basement hall. 
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THEME: 
 
We spread the Good News of salvation when 
ÞÌɯËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÙÜÚÛɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌȭ 

WORD: 

Is 6:1-8;  Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11;             

Lk  5:1-11 

ORDER: 

¶ Hold firmly to the message that I pro-

claimed. 

¶ Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people. 

 

REFLECTION:  

(ÚÈÐÈÏɯƚȯƕɯÚÈàÚɯɁ(ɯÚÈÞɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÚÌÈÛÌËɯÖÕɯÈɯÏÐÎÏɯ

and lofty throne, with the train of His garment 

ÍÐÓÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÔ×ÓÌɂȭɯ3ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÏÖÞɯÞÌȮɯ'ÐÚɯÚÜÉɪ

jects, imagine seeing the Lord, our God and 

Sovereign King. Knowing God as our Lord is 

fascinating; but knowing God personally is life 

changing. When Isaiah answered the Lord 

ÞÏÌÕɯ'ÌɯÈÚÒÌËɯɁ6ÏÖÔɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ(ɯÚÌÕËɂȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯ

ÙÌ×ÓàɯɁ'ÌÙÌɯ(ɯÈÔȮɯÚÌÕËɯÔÌɂȮɯÏÌɯ×ÓÈÊÌËɯÈÓÓɯÏÐÚɯ

ÛÙÜÚÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɀÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌÕÊÌɯduring his jour-

ney of faith. In the same vein, for us who be-

ÓÐÌÝÌɯÐÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌȮɯÔÌÙÊàɯÈÕËɯÎÙÈÊÌɯɯÈÕËɯÞÏÖɯ

have experienced salvation in His hands 

through numerous trials in our lives, we can  

(Reflection continued on page 2) 

Counsel for the Fifth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
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always trust that God will be there during good times and more importantly, during times of 

grave danger and misfortunes. 

   

&ÖËɀÚɯÚÈÓÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈɯÙÌÚÜÓÛɯÔÈÐÕÓàɯdue to our own personal virtues but it is mainly a result of 

&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÐÕÎɯÕÈÛÜÙÌɯÈÕËɯÍÐËÌÓÐÛàɯÐÕɯ'ÐÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÖɯÜÚȭɯ3ÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÏÐÚɯÛÌÈÊÏÐÕÎÚȮɯ2Ûȭɯ/ÈÜÓɯÙÌÔÐÕËÌËɯÛÏÌɯ

early Christians that everything that man created would eventually go out of date but the Good 

News of salvation would endure forever. The fundamental truth in our Catholic faith lies in our 

belief in the resurrection of Christ our Lord. His victory over death can also be like ours in our own 

deaths and His rising from the dead can also be like ours in our own resurrections. From the teach-

ings of Jesus that started from the apostles and the saints before us, they proclaimed that 

Ɂ3ÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌȮɯÞÏÌÛÏÌÙɯÐÛɯÉÌɯ(ɯÖÙɯÛÏÌàȮɯÚÖɯÞÌɯ×ÙÌÈÊÏȮɯÈÕËɯÚÖɯàÖÜɯÉÌÓÐÌÝÌËɂɯɬ 1 Cor. 15:11.  Every time 

we attend an Eucharistic celebration, right at the moment when we proclaim that Ɂ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÏÈÚɯËÐÌËȮɯ

"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÐÚɯÙÐÚÌÕȮɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÊÖÔÌɯÈÎÈÐÕɂȮ we also proclaim the Good News in its entirety.  We be-

lieve that Jesus has not failed in calling us to be His followers.  The same way that He has not 

failed in His calling of the early apostles like Peter, Andrew, James, John, Paul and many others 

and in calling those whom we now call the saints and many, many more faithful servants from 

many generations before our time.  To all of us, who are still living and still doing the work that He 

has called us to do, His calling could not have come at a better time.  Our present world needs 

every bit of light that emanates from each one of us, Christian believers, in order to escape from the 

widening darkness that the present culture of evil creates day after day.  When  Jesus ÚÈÐËɯɁ/ÜÛɯÖÜÛɯ

ÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÌÌ×ɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÓÌÛɯËÖÞÕɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÈÛÊÏɂɯȹ+ÒȭƙȯƘȺȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÊÈÓÓɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÐÎÕÖÙÌȭɯ(Ûɯ

is a privilege for us to be called. It is an honor to be serving really close to our Lord. 

 

The closer we walk with the Lord, the clearer we see His guidance. It is a great honor for us to be 

invited to walk with the Lord and it is even a greater honor to get closer to Him. Sharing the work 

of Jesus will mean our abandonment of our pleasures and our attachments to things that are 

worldly. It will require us to die to ourselves to be worthy of His calling. This was the case of His 

early apostles. There was no time for goodbyes and final instructions to those that they left behind.  

)ÌÚÜÚɀɯÊÈÓÓɯÞÈÚɯÐÔÔÌËÐÈÛÌɯÈÕËɯ'ÐÚɯÐÕÝÐÛÈÛÐÖÕɯɯwas firm.  They had to abandon their daily liveli-

hood, their families and friends, their comforts and worldly possessions.  They  had to turn away 

from their status in life and in their community.  In a similar way, our journey as disciples of Jesus 

ÞÐÓÓɯÔÌÈÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯÈÕËɯÌßÈÔÐÕÌɯÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÓÐÍÌɀÚɯ×ÙÐÖÙÐÛÐÌÚȭɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÌßÛÙÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓɯ

baggage that we need to get rid of.  We need to travel light as we journey with the Lord.  We will 

soon find that as we have nothing much left to bring in our journey, we find that God is enough 

and He is all that we need.  Fulfilling our covenant as disciples of Christ will require a reformation 

of the heart and placing it in the proper disposition that requires sincerity, discipline and total sub-

ÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚȭɯɯ6ÌɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÊÖÕÝÐÕÊÌɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯɯÞÌɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÎÈÐÕɯÉàɯɯÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÛÏÌ 

(Continued from page 1) 
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into the wilderness of our innermost selves, to stand before God in all sincerity and truth.  This 

means ɁÈɯÙÈËÐÊÈÓɯÙÌÖÙÐÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÓÐÍÌȮɯÈɯÙÌÛÜÙÕȮɯÈɯÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÐÖÕɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÓÓɯÖÜÙɯÏÌÈÙÛɂɯ(CCC 

1431).  It is a spirit that is dynamically oriented to love on our journey through life.  It is accom-

×ÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯÞÈàÚȮɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯɁÎÌÚÛÜÙÌÚɯÖÍɯÙÌÊÖÕÊÐÓÐÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÖÙȮɯÛÏÌɯÌßÌÙÊÐÚÌȱÖÍɯ

justice... revision of life, examination of conscience, spiritual direction, [and the] acceptance of suf-

fering, (CCC 1435). 

 

Ɂ ÞÈÙÌÕÌÚÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÖÓÐÕÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕɯÈÚɯÚÐÕÕÌÙÚɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌɯÔÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÖËȮɯÉÜÛɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯ

brings men closer to God. Moreover, once a man has been converted, he declares his faith openly and becomes 

ÈÕɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌȭɯ'ÌɯÍÌÌÓÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÐÕÛÌÕÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÞɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÙÌÈÊÏȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌàɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÓÖÝÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÏÐÔȭɯ'ÐÚɯÓÐÍÌɯ

ÛÏÌÕɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÖÕɯÐÛÚɯËÌÌ×ÌÚÛɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÝÈÓÜÌȱȭɂɯɯȹJohn Paul II) 

A PRAYER FOR VOCATION 
 

Lord Jesus, as You once called the first disciples to make them fishers of men, let your sweet 
invitation continue to resound: Come, follow Me! Give young men and women the grace of 

responding quickly to your voice. Support our bishops, priests and consecrated people in their 
apostolic labour. Grant perseverance to our seminarians and to all those who are carrying out 
the ideal of a life totally consecrated to Your service. Mary, Mother of the Church, the model 

of every vocation,  help us to say "Yes" to the Lord who calls us to cooperate in the divine 
plan of salvation.  Amen.  ( Pope John Paul II) 

Ɂ+ÌÛɯÜÚɯÉÙÐÕÎɯÓÖÝÌɯÈÕËɯÊÖÔ×ÈÚÚÐÖÕɯÛÖɯÞÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȮ 

to bring the world the gospel of Christ.  Let us all bring the good news 

ÛÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯÓÖÝÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËȵɂ 

(Mother Teresa)  

Pope's Prayer Intentions for  February 2010 
 
The Holy Father's general intention isȯɯɁ%ÖÙɯÈÓÓɯÚÊÏÖÓÈÙÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛÜÈÓÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÉàɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÖÍɯ

ÚÐÕÊÌÙÌɯÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÜÛÏɯÛÏÌàɯÔÈàɯÈÙÙÐÝÌɯÈÛɯÈÕɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÛÙÜÌɯ&ÖËȭɂ 
 

The Pope's missionary intention is: "That the Church, aware of its own missionary identity, 

ÔÈàɯÚÛÙÐÝÌɯÛÖɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯÍÈÐÛÏÍÜÓÓàɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÊÓÈÐÔɯ'ÐÚɯ&ÖÚ×ÌÓɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌÚȭɂ 
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Like Jesus in the wilderness, we are being led by the Spirit into a 40-day period of prayer and fast-

ing to help us reflect on the direction of our lives. In the desert Jesus is confronted by evil forces on 

ÛÏÙÌÌɯÖÊÊÈÚÐÖÕÚɯÐÕɯÈÕɯÌÍÍÖÙÛɯÛÖɯÛÜÙÕɯÏÐÔɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯ&ÖËɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÖÍɯÙÌËÌÔ×ÛÐÖÕȮɯÉÜÛɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÌÔÌÙÎÌÚɯ

victorious. 

 

Temptations, big and small, will always be around.  The devil sows doubts in our minds.  It is like 

our own shadows that keep following us wherever we go.  The only moment that we can get away, 

ÖÙɯÌÓÐÔÐÕÈÛÌɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÚÏÈËÖÞÚɯÈÓÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÐÚɯÉàɯÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÕɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌɯȱɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÖÖÕÛÐÔÌɯÖÍɯ

our lives.  

 

The fourth week is the 2nd Sunday of Lent.  In the first readings, we are given an extraordinary 

glimpse into the faith and character of Abraham.  He was being asked to sacrifice his last remaining 

ÕÈÛÜÙÈÓɯÊÏÈÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÚÜÙÝÐÝÈÓɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÝÌÙàɯÍÖÜÕËÈÛÐÖÕɯÜ×ÖÕɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÚÛÖÖËȭɯɯ ÉÙÈÏÈÔɀÚɯÍÈÐÛÏɯ

and obedience are examples to all of us.  He took God at His word and responded to His call, even 

when his faith was tested beyond limits.  

 

The gospel on the other hand speaks about the Transfiguration in order to encourage us to perse-

vere and not to lose heart in the spiritual battle we must wage during Lent.  The Transfiguration is 

a foretaste of the glory of the resurrection, which will be ours if we persevere with Christ. 

 

The Lord wanted this memorable event to be deeply etched in consciousness of His three chosen 

disciples Peter, James, John, and the Church wants us to keep it in mind.  The Father declares, 

ɁThis is my beloved Son, listen to him.ɂɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÉÌÓÖÝÌËȮɯÏÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÈ×ÖÚÛÓÌÚɯÔÜÚÛɯÓÐÚÛÌÕɯ

to him and follow him no matter how difficult the demands are, no matter how great the sacrifices 

he asks us to make. 

 

Our transfiguration moments are those when we find it easy to stay with the Lord. In our moments 

of dryness and desolation, we must return in memory to our transfiguration moments, so that we 

may persevere in faithfulness.  The message of the Transfiguration is that there is a connection be-

tween suffering and death and resurrection and glory.  Real happiness and peace of mind only 

come after Calvary because the cross and suffering are inescapable.  Transfiguration speaks of a 

gradual process of change that takes place in our lives that allow the glory of God to shine through 

us so that others can catch a glimpse of that glory. 

 

As disciples of Christ, the Lenten season gives us an opportunity to put the house of our soul in 

spiritual order and to bring balance into our life.  It is a time for us to get back to basics to replenish 

the soil in which our Christian faith grows, by curbing our selfishness and pride.  A time for quiet 

and purposeful reflection, backed by fasting, prayer and self denial to help us discover the will of 

the Lord and to triumph over the evil one.  The Lenten season is the journey we make inwardly 
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things  that  are of this world. If our faith in the eternal reward of being with the Lord in His king-

dom is all that we care for, then nothing  is difficult or impossible. 

 

DIRECTION: 
 
¶ Here I am, send me. 
¶ Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch. 

 
&.#ɀ2ɯ/1.,(2$ȯ 
 
Ɂɯȱȭȭȭyou have made great above all things your name and your promise. When I called, you  

answered me; you built up strength within meȭɂɯȹ/ÚɯƕƗƜȯƗȺ 
 

Bukas Loob sa Diyos Covenant Community 

WORD, THEMES & PROMISES 

FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 

READINGS: 

¶ February 7 Is 6:1-8; Ps 138:1-5, 7-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11 

¶ February 14  Jer 17:5-8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26 

¶ February 21 Dt 26:4-10; Ps 91:1-2, 10-15; Rom 10:8-13; Lk 4:1-13 

¶ February 28 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14; Phil 3:17 ɬ 4:1; Lk 9:28-36 

 
WORD: Disciples of Christ obey His call to spread the Good News of salvation. 

 

ORDER: Ɂ/ÜÛɯÖÜÛɯÐÕÛÖɯËÌÌ×ɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÓÖÞÌÙɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÈÛÊÏȱËÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȰɯÍÙÖÔɯÕÖÞɯÖÕɯɯɯɯ 

  àÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯÔÌÕȭɂɯȹ+ÜÒÌɯƙȯɯƘȮɯƕƔȺ 

 

PROPHECIES:      

¶   Do not be  be afraid, let not your heart be troubled, trust in the Lord as you proclaim                                                                   

         ÛÏÌɯÎÖÖËÕÌÚÚɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÜÕÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÓÖÝÌȭ 

DIRECTIONS: 

¶ 3ÙÜÚÛɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÉàɯÈÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯàÖÜÙÚÌÓÍɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÓÖÝÌȮɯ×ÌÈÊÌɯÈÕËɯÜÕÐÛàɯÐÕɯ
the community. 

¶ Remain steadfast in evangelizing others relying on the grace of God alone. 
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Week #3 (1st Sunday of Lent)     [Piety]                     

 

        Theme: We spread the Good News of salvation when we confess with our mouths and 

witness with our lives that Jesus is Lord. 

 

        Promise: "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."  (Romans 10:11) 

 

Week #4 (2nd Sunday of Lent)               [Faithfulness] 

 

        Theme: We spread the Good News of salvation when we remain faithful to our covenant 

with the Lord. 

        Promise: ɁȱI shall see the bounty of the Lord in the land of the living. (Ps 27:13) 

 

******** 

Reflection for February 2010 
 

Have you been called as a disciple of Christ?  Are you a committed, practicing Christian?  If the 

answer is yes, Ɂ"ÖÔÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÔÌɂ says the Lord.  The Gospel reading for the 5th Sunday of Ordinary 

Time depicts the call to the first disciples.  The gospel of St. Luke 5:1-11 has parallels in both Mark 

(1:16-20) and Matthew (4:18-22), both of whose accounts are shorter.  St. Luke has added some ex-

tra information and offers more to reflect upon.   

 

3ÏÌɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËɯÖÍɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÛÖɯ/ÌÛÌÙȮɯɁ/ÜÛɯÖÜÛɯÐÕÛÖɯËÌÌ×ɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÓÖÞÌÙɯàÖÜÙɯÕÌÛÚɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÊÈÛÊÏɂ (Luke 

ƙȯƘȺȮɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÔÈËÌɯÉàɯÈɯÔÈÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈȭɯɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÌɯÞÈÚɯÈËÔÐÙÈÉÓÌȯɯɁ,ÈÚÛÌÙɯÞÌɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯ 

THEMES AND PROMISES: 
 

Week #1 (5th Sunday in Ordinary Time)   [Submission] 

 

        Theme:  We spread the Good News of salvation when we depend on and trust in                          

&ÖËɀÚɯÎÙÈÊÌȭ 

        Promise: Ɂȱyou have made great above all things your name and your promise.  When I called, you 

ÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËɯÔÌȰɯàÖÜɯÉÜÐÓÛɯÜ×ɯÚÛÙÌÕÎÛÏɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÔÌȭɂɯ(Ps 138:3) 

 

Week #2 (6th Sunday in Ordinary Time)     [Holiness]  

 

        Theme:       We spread the Good News of salvation when people see the character of Jesus  

                             in us. 

        Promise:     Ɂ!ÓÌÚÚÌËɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÛÙÜÚÛÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÏÖ×ÌɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȭɂ  (Jer 17:7-8)  
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(Continued from page 4) 

 

ÏÈÙËɯÈÛɯÐÛɯÈÓÓɯÕÐÎÏÛɯÓÖÕÎɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÊÈÜÎÏÛɯÕÖÛÏÐÕÎȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÛɯàÖÜÙɯÊÖÔÔÈÕËȮɯ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÖÞÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÛÚȭɂ 

!ÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÏÜÔÈÕɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÍÖÖÓÐÚÏɯÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÚɯÞÈÚɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯÖÉÌËÐÌÕÊÌȭɯɯ%ÐÚÏɯÖÕÓàɯÊÖÔÌɯ 

ÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÙÍÈÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÍÖÖËɯÈÛɯÕÐÎÏÛȰɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯËÈàɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌÔÈÐÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÛÛÖÔɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÈȭɯɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯÖÉÌËÐ- 

ence brought results beyond his wildest dreams.  His faith and perseverance were rewarded when  

Jesus put him in the way of a bumper catch.  Realizing what had happened, Peter, overcome by a  

deep sense of unworthiness, fell to his knees and said: Ɂ+ÌÈÝÌɯÔÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɯ(ɯÈÔɯÈɯÚÐÕÍÜÓɯÔÈÕȭɯɁɯ 

 

As in Peter, the power of God becomes available to us when we recognize our own sinfulness and 

offer ourselves to God, faults and all.  Putting out into the deep means putting our faith and trust 

in Jesus.  The first week demands obedience, the grace of humility, submission, prompt response, 

and faith and trust in the Lord, qualities in the life of discipleship. As one, God expects us to share 

in his work of spreading the good news of salvation and ȱɯɁËÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȰɯÍÙÖÔɯÕÖÞɯÖÕɯàÖÜɯ

ÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯÔÌÕȭɂ  

 

On the 2nd week, in the first reading, Jeremiah sets forth the directions for the journey of the heart, 

ɁÛÏÌɯÚÌÈÛɯÖÍɯÔÖÙÈÓɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÈÓÐÛàɂȭɯɯ'ÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÙÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÛÜÙÕÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɯÛÖɯÈɯÉÈÙÙÌÕɯÉÜÚÏɯÐÕɯ

the desert, growing in lava waste and empty earth, while he declares blessed the man who trusts in 

ÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȮɯÓÐÒÌÕÐÕÎɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÈɯÛÙÌÌɯÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÛÌÙɀÚɯÌËÎÌȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÙÖÖÛÚɯËÙÐÕÒɯËÌÌ×ɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÍÌɯÎÐÝÐÕÎɯ

water.  The tree by the running water must grow little by little, but the bush in the desert dries up  

and dies.  The responsorial psalm carries the same reassuring message: ɁBlessed are they who hope 

ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËɂȮ making clear that our choices in life have eternal consequences. In the gospel, Jesus 

gives his message twice - in the language of blessing and language of a curse.  He describes the 

poverty of spirit ɬ meekness and compassion, the thirst for justice and clean heart, as qualities that 

bring us true happiness, while satisfaction of the senses and material possessions are impermanent 

conditions that do not last. The true disciple of Christ must live a life of faith, hope and love to rise 

above the difficulties and trials that are part of life.  

 
As we face the task of developing a proper relationship with God, we are frightened by the deep 

demands which the beatitudes make on us.  We are called not to worship wealth, food or comfort, 

but to worship God who alone can grant us all good things.  To be blessed and to be happy is to 

àÐÌÓËɯÛÖɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÞÈàÚɯÈÕËɯÛÖɯÖÛÏÌÙÚȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÈËÖ×ÛɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÛÐÛÜËÌÚɯÈÚɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÞÈàɯÖÍɯÓÐÍÌȭɯ+ÌÛɯÛÏÌɯ!$-

ATTITUDE be our attitude if we want to follow Christ. 

 

On the 3rd week, we enter into the holy season of Lent.  The church places us before an open door-

way and invites us to embark on a journey of spiritual growth, touching something deep down in 

all our hearts, as it presents us with  the challenge to reject sin and be faithful to the God of love.   

(Continued on page 6) 


